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Urban  District  Council. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS. 


Gentlemen, — 

I  beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  1894  of  the 
sickness  and  mortality  of  the  Parish  of  Staines,  being  the 
Urban  District  of  the  Staines  Union. 

The  area  of  the  Parish  is  1,842  acres  of  land  and 
74  aci'es  of  water,  the  latter  being  much  increased  for  a 
time  by  the  floods. 

The  population  is  estimated  at  5,186. 

The  number  of  births  registered  is  129 — boys,  58  ; 
girls,  71. 

The  deaths  for  the  year  are  61,  including  4  from 
the  workhouse,  of  Staines  paiishionei’s.  The  workhouse  is 
about  2  miles  from  the  town  in  the  parish  of  Stanwell. 

The  death-rate  per  1.000  of  the  population  is  1T76. 

The  deaths  from  phthisis  were  6  ;  bronchitis, 
pneumonia  and  pleurisy  9 ;  heart  disease  7,  and  from 
injury  1. 

The  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  from  various 
causes  are  indicated  on  a  separate  form.  There  were  31 
reported  ;  from  scarlet  fever  25  ;  diphtheria  3  ;  erysipelas  8. 
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The  deaths  from  zynioMc  disiases  were  ‘J  ;  naincly, 
from  scarlet  lever  3  ;  erysipjlas  1  ;  measles  1  ;  wlmopin^r 
cough  4. 


The  nuisances  inspected  during  the  year  were  8.5, 
and  the  usual  measures  taken  to  abate  them  iiave  been 
promptly  adopted  in  each  case.  They  were  caused  by  the 
following  usual  defects,  principally  full  cess|)ools, closets  and 
drains  stopped  up,  sink  di’ains  blockevi,  pigs  kept  in  an 
unclean  state,  manure  pits  overfull,  unclean  walls  and 
ceilings  in  houses,  overflowing  drains,  rooms  disinfected  and 
cleansed  after  infectious  diseases,  manure  heaps  re(|uiiing 
removal.  Also  bath  waste  pipe  in  direct  communi(;ation 
with  drain,  joints  of  soil  pipe  unsound,  dust  bins  recpiiring 
emptying  or  containing  offensive  matter,  slaughter-houses 
requiring  lime  whiting.  A  few  wells  had  to  be  closed  on 
account  of  the  water  being  impure,  and.  Company’s  laid  on. 
The  lodging-house  was  condemned  as  structurally  unfit  for 
habitation,  and  closed  on  the  13th  July  under  the 
“  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act.” 


The  sewerage  of  the  parish,  which  has  been  a  serious 
matter  for  consideration  for  years,  is  in  a  fair  way  of  being 
duly  accomplished. 


The  floods  have  been  most  disastrous  this  year. 
The  Thames  began  to  rise  in  October  after  heavy  rainfall, 
and  on  the  1st  November  stood  at  2  feet  7  inches.  The 
p’eatest  height  was  on  ITtii  November,  being  Gft  8  or  9 
inches,  and  was  only  exceeded  by  the  flood  on  the  17th 
December  1821,  when  it  was  7  feet.  The  river  subsided  to 
its  normal  height  about  tlie  27bh  November.  I  have 
before  advocated  a  building  line  to  avoid  new  houses  being 
built  so  near  the  ground  as  to  render  them  liable  to  be 
invaded  by  floods.  It  is  obvious  that  the  danger  to  liealth, 
the  dnmage  to  walls,  floors  aod  furniture  must  be  extensive. 


of  course  Hoods  (MUMot  be  entirely  ju’eveuitet],  but 
it  must  be  possible  to  diminish  the  de[)th  materially  by  the 
aeirs  beinuf  siinul laiieously  lowered  when  it  appears  that  a 
serious  rise  may  be  expected  from  rain  in  the  whole  Tlianies 
Valley. 


There  is  no  isolation  hospital  for  the  treatment  of 
any  infectious  diseases  ;  in  my  opinion  this  should  be  coii- 
sidei'ed  by  the  Council.  One  great  object  is,  to  so  far  as 
can  be.  treat  the  first  cases  so  as  to  prevent  or  limit  an 
e[)idemic.  Competent  nurses  could  then  take  charge  of  a 
number  under  conditions  most  favourable  to  their  recovery, 
and  when  convalescent,  their  clothing  and  bedding  could 
be  effectively  disinfected. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
suitable  sites  for  a  hos[htal  in  individual  parishes,  it  would 
appear  tliat  the  completion  of  the  Central  Hospital,  begun 
and  partly  erected  on  the  Workhouse  field  some  years  ago, 
offers  the  best  solution  of  the  difficulty,  as  it  is  well  isolated 
from  other  houses. 

I  may  mention  also  that  at  the  Workhouse  itself 
there  ha*  been  great  difficulty  occasionally  in  dealing  with 
infectious  cases  that  have  been  brought  there  by  vagrants 
or  others. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Youv  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  CURTIS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Ileaithi 


7  th  Februaiy,  1895, 
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ALBERT  CURTIS, 
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state  where  it  is  situated.  There  is  no  Hospital  for  the  Isolation  of  the  Sich. 
.as  there  is  no  column  for  age  on  the  Certificate. 
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